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■within the meaning of Sections 2 and 3 of the Interstate 
Commerce law, and was, therefore, legal. This practice 
originated with the issuing of tickets to the managers of 
theatrical and operatic companies for the transportation of 
their entire troupes, and has become general throughout the 
country. The decision was strictly within the line of the 
construction given to the English trafl5c acts by the courts 
of the United Kingdom, and the Court carefully excluded 
the question of discrimination as applied to the transpor- 
tation of freight. Curiously enough, this decision;is seized 
upon by a portion of the newspaper press as indicating the 
hostility of the Court to the Interstate Commerce law, when 
nothing could be further from this than tlie language of the 
opinion. 

The difficulties surrounding the interpretation of the 
commerce clause of the Constitution axe apparent, not only 
from the number of decided cases, and the multiplicity of 
questions dependent upon this clause, but from the fact, 
that the members of the Court itself have never been, and 
in the nature of things probably never will be, entirely 
harmonious in their views. Rarely has an important case, 
involving the construction of this clause, been decided with- 
out a dissent from one or more members of the Court, and 
the most that can be hoped for is the determination of each 
question as it arises, and the gradual settlement of princi- 
ples as they can be extracted from these cases. 

The book of Mr. Lewis contains an accurate statement 
of these principles so far as they can be considered settled 
by the adjudications of this tribunal. — H. B. Brown. 



Corporations in Pennsylvania. By Walter Mhephy, author of 
"Partnerships, ETC., IN Pennsylvania." Twovolumes. Phila- 
delphia, 1S91. Rees Welsh and Company. 

In these two volumes Mr. Murphy presents to the pro- 
fession a digest of Pennsylvania decisions on the laAv of 
corporations, as well by County Courts as by the Supreme 
Court of the State. The work includes an elaborate index, 
which is in itself a digest, for it includes under the appro- 
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priate headings a summary of the matter set forth at greater 
length in the text. One of the most valuable features of 
this index is the chronological list of Acts of Assembly from 
1713 to 1890, the date of each act serving as a caption of a 
paragraph of a summarized decision in construction of the 
statute. In his preface the author expresses the hope that 
his work may be useful. There is no doubt that this hope 
will be realized ; with Mr. Murphy's digest in hand the 
lawyer will have little difficulty in finding what the courts 
have said on a given point. The system of references and 
cross-references is reasonably good, and the division of 
topics is on the whole satisfactory. What we call "Cor- 
poration Law " is as yet a heterogeneous mass, and it would 
be unfair to criticise the maker of a digest on the ground 
that his classification is not always logical. There is in this 
work perhaps too strong a tendency to place implicit reli- 
ance in the syllabus of our reported cases as a faithful ex- 
ponent of the decisions. An examination reveals a few 
instances in which the opinion of the Court in a digested 
case does not fully sustain the reporter's syllabus. 

On the whole the digest is a good one. It is convenient 
in size and the general ' ' make-up ' ' of the book is excellent 
But the ■ book is only a digest ; we cannot assent to the 
author's statement that it "possesses all the qualities apper- 
taining to a treatise or text-book on the subject of corpora- 
tions." It contains the materials for a treatise, but then, 
too, the census tables contain materials for an essay on 
population. G. w. p. 



Leading Cases Simplified, a Coi,i,ecxion of the Leading Cases 
OF Common Law, Leading Cases in Equity and Constitu- 
TioNAi, Law, and Leading Cases on Criminal Law. Three 
volumes in one. By Professor John D. Lawson. Bancroft, 
Whitney Company, San Francisco, 1892. 

This is not a new edition of Professor Lawson's book. 
The three volumes in which the work originally appeared 
are now bound together and sold as one volume. This 
renders the whole more convenient to handle and, we pre- 
sume, eflfects a reduction in the price. The change in form. 



